CHAPTER XX
HE SAILS "TO THE WESTWARD''
T WAS in the spring of 1569, while Sir
Martin was painfully, elucidating his
views concerning the Low Countries,
that Sir Francis, with a force of twenty
thousand men, was attacking Corunna,
The plan of the Queen's government,
of which the author was Sir Francis,
was   to   destroy  the   Spanish  naval
forces, land Don Antonio of Portugal at Lisbon and
support him in establishing himself upon his long-vacant
throne.   It had been vacant too long, however, for on
endeavouring to raise the country in his favour Don An-
tonio failed to discover any of his supporters.   The
expedition, grandly conceived and poorly executed, while
it damaged the Spanish arms, was a miserable failure.
Drake himself arrived In Plymouth at the end of June,
with the Revenge in a sinking condition and his own
reputation seriously damaged at court.
Frobisher meanwhile was appointed to a squadron
of three ships, Lion, Elizabeth Bonaventure, and Re-
pentance, and two pinnaces, Sun and Advice, to cruise
"to the westward." It is worth noting that the Advice
was commanded by "Young Martin Frobisher," a
nephew of the Admiral and his first heir. Frobisher
never had any children of his own. The warrant called
for "certain special service in the South and West" and
had in view the capture of the plate fleets in the vicin-
ity of the Azores. The Earl of Cumberland was al-
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